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CAMP VERDE RESIDENT PLEADS GUILTY 
TO LARCENY ON YAVAPAI-APACHE

RESERVATION

PHOENIX, ARIZONA -- The United States Attorney’s Office for the District of Arizona

announced today that on July 22nd DEBRA L. TELESE, 50, of Camp Verde, Arizona, pled guilty to Larceny

Committed on an Indian Reservation in connection with her embezzlement of over $164,000 from her

employer.   In March, a federal grand jury indicted TELESE for those offenses in violation of  Title 18 of

the United States Code, Sections 1153 and 661.

TELESE admitted today during her plea hearing that while employed as a manager at Ernie’s

Smoke Shop, on The Yavapai Apache Indian Reservation, near Camp Verde, she was entrusted with

depositing the daily receipts into the store’s merchant account at Frontier National Bank in Camp Verde.

During the period from August 14, 2001 through November 29, 2001, TELESE admitted, she took the cash

from 67 of the daily deposit bags, rather than deposit it into the store’s account.  The cash TELESE

embezzled from Ernie’s, a family owned business, totaled $164,329.58.

A conviction for larceny carries a maximum penalty of 5 year(s), a $250,000 fine or both.
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Sentencing in the matter is set before the Honorable Judge James A. Teilborg on September 30,

2002.

The investigation in this case was conducted by the Yavapai-Apache Nation Police Department.

The prosecution is being handled by United States Attorney’s Office, District of Arizona,

Phoenix, Arizona.

CASE NUMBER: CR-02-262-PHX-JAT
RELEASE NUMBER: 2002-131

#   #   #


